
] SOCIAL ANDj PERSONAL
The Uncrowned King.

Or Otid or MrtWinW, w ilo serves

glrnlnht to his genii he cuts hi* way,

Pcrhnps em some vast (¡mltiftM.lt
ills Jmiid WfiB, ciösecl but yestc-ruay.

"Aye, yesterday," you pay. "l'ut tlcaih.

rhicaiiBC emsj died is all HIV liotieî
The uncrowned monarch noVcr e\»es.

Tho sun hath set-there ?-??iii.es the sun!

Nor shall his power bo lho les?

If In his childhood's bygone peace

The rut 1er cradle« him. nor may

A statelier birth his strength increase.

lie lü. For good or 111, he I?;
And woe I" those win» blindly cling

tjneeelng to the ancient (lirones,
And reck not of the Uncrowned King?
-Clinton Dangcrfieid, in the Century.

Mr. Hyde's Costume Ball.
Peuple In Now York society arc still

discussing the detalla of the novel en-

tertáinmont given nt Sherry's last Tuos-

etny evening by Mr, .tames .11. Hyde, an

opulent young bachelor of tho great me¬

tropolis.
Costumes and decorations reverted to

tlie eighteenth century. The: ball Utssyn
with an eighteenth century contri d oico,

in which eight couples took part, the

young women belnjr costumed In soft

taffeta silk gowns of pink and blue,

with wreaths of pini« rosebuds in their

hair, and baskets of pink roses In their

hands. The young men were In Pierrot
coslumc-s of white satin, with big black
buttons, and had their faces covered with
ivhlto challe.
Tho entroncó during tho evening of

Madame RxvJane In' a sedan chnlr pro¬
duced a pleasurable excitement. She de¬

lighted (lioso present by her appearance
afterward In a bright little comedy, "En
tre Doux Portes." The majority ot the

feminine guests were in dresses of the
periods eif Louis V. and .Louis'VI. Some
few preferred the Pirectoire stylo. Mrs.
Seth Barton French, known to many

Richmond friends, woro a costume copied
from ono of the Du Barry portraits; in
brocaded colors on white and silver

ground, Rose du Barry velvet bow knots,
with trimming on tho bodice and skirt
nnd diamond ornaments of tho period.
Mr. Hyde, the host of the evening,

woro the full dress costumo of the New
York Coaching Club, bottle green coat
with revers of dove color, and black
satin kneo brooches. Most of tho other
mem wore hunting costumes, or added to

their evening coats revers of pink satin,
und put on small clothes of black satin.

Richmond Authors in Print.
Tho "Smart Sot" for February and the

current issue of "Town Topics" will both
nppeal to Richmond readers with more

than, usual interest, because each con¬

tains a story from the pen of a Richmond
author.
In "Smart Set," Mrs. John A. Mo¬

roso, who, before her marriage,, was

Miss Virginia Osborne, of West Virginia,
r.nd who writes over both wedded and
maiden name, has a charming sketch
which she entitles "Near tho Garden
-Wall."
The person near the garden wall Is a

tramp. Not an ordinary tramp, of vir¬
tuous disposition, as tramps go, but dc-
.-.-.-·.bed as an ugly, evilly disposed brute,
Jast temporarily lulled into repose by the
fact that tho-owner of the garden, and
the hostess ot a bouse where me men

fs/Sk have pone away.for aio tramp's
benefit; it would appear.lias bestowed
·.. on his trampship an abundant and ap¬
petizing "men!.
The voices of people in conversation

flit across the tramp's dream as bu lies
contentedly in the sunshine, and arouse

him to the consciousness that^a woman.
? be- woman who relieved his hunger.
Is sluing on the other side of the wal".,
displaying· valuable pearls to another wo¬

man who is her mother, and her only
protector. s

Tin· sequel which follows exhibits the
art of tho born writer. Mrs. Moroso gets
in her effect with a brc-ezlness ana spon¬
taneity that ennl>le§ one to understand
her brilliant success in journalism u few
years ago, when she was connected with
one of the big New York dallies.
Mr. Moroso's contribution to "Town

Topics" Is called "The Convent Boy,
and is portrayed in his usual hnL'py style,
with just the .mixture· of sentiment and
humor that makes xm irresistible impres¬
sion on the .render. The writer's com¬

prehension 'Va' 'woiVianly nature und tho
motives by I'v'hfch it is moved, is vividly
deplete^ in the one, unanswerable appeal
made by the "Convent Boy" to his sister
"postulate," who dreams no longer of
becoming tho bride of heaven when she
hold:·.· him In her arms and feels his rosc-
petalled lips pressed against her own. In
tho- literary tlun, the one story Is the
complement of the other. They.belong
as naturally In the same category us two
companion pictures, painted with swift,
euro strokes, where every line is colorful
ti tiri where there Is no ntiempt at work¬
ing· over to result in consequent loss of
fitrcngtii and froshherk
Mr, Moroso's "Sister Cecilia" ¡symbol

Itaca youth, inconsequent, Impulsive, and
charming. Her untl-typc is "Sister The.
resa" to whom even "Tin· Convent. Boy,'
us represen ting her arch enemy.''Mere
Man".seems unlovely ana undesirable.

Williams.Caldwell.
? (inlet but very pretty wedding took!

Vhie·· Wednesday morning, February lut,
tit H o'clock, in tin- homo or the bride
on Church Hill, when Misa Brie Culd-
wcll ami .Mi. Thomas Arendcl William«
wero unltod In inarriugo by Dr. it, 11.
JCggleMon, of u. Third Presbyterian
Church. Only the relatives nnd h f·¦·.·.·
jlltlinatÓ I'm lid« Wl ?· invited to b;
till.
Miss Caldwell was gowned in ;. tlark

blue broadcloth travelling «nit, v. |th ?.
aiid gloves to match, mid carried ? «bow¬
er bouuuei of In tío .·· '· ¦. .-.. ...

only ilii'is:¡'i ¦-. f Mr ?-? Cali
and the lato ??. Mitchell Caldwell,Though n nativo ot North Carolina, with
a lafgo uciiunlntanve thorc, for som«
?""" her homi ?.lu Itlchmond.
Klio is a moat immotivi ? mu « .·.,

PRICES.
¦'i- ''.ir.·";,

LOWER
Quality ronsídwd, tinnì any olhot

Needles, Oil, Repairs
FOK AU- MAKES AT

SINGER STORE,
1£> W**l Broad Street,

Biclunoi;4, Va,

POEMS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW
Whntr-vor your occupation nifty bó, and howdvor crowded *·

your hours with affairs, do not fall to fiecurô rtt least tt few
minutes tivfti'y day for refreshment of your Ihhor Ufo with a

liit of poetry..Professor Charles Kliöt Norton.

No. -109.

La Beile Dame Sans Merci.
By KEATS.

Th* potlrnli. ssiK'trftph nml hlegrnplilcivl sketch ot Keats havo already appeared Jit
It s-ale*. *'1? belle dumo «ms mrrol menila "tho, beautiful, but lncrollOBe laslv,"

"o:WHAT can nil thoo, Iciilght-nt-ftVms,
\lono and pttloly loitering?

Tho setlgo line >vltilor'd from tho lake,
And no birds sing,

"0 what en? all thee, knlght-at-arins,
So haggard mid so woo-bogono?

The squirrel's granary is full,
And the harvest's dono.

"I see a lily on thy brow
With anguish moist and fever-dew,

And on thy cheeks a fading« rose

Fast withereth, too.

"I met a lady In the meads,
Full beautiful.a fairy's child,

Her hair was long, her foot was light,
And her eyes were wild.

"I made a garland for her head,
And bracelets, too, and fragrant zone;

She. look'd at me as she did love,
And made sweet moan.

"I sot her on my pacing steed,
And nothing else saw all day long,

.For sidelong *-ould she bend, and sing
A fairy's song.

"She found me roots of relish sweot,
And honey wild and manna-dew,

And sure in language strange she said,
? love theo true!'

"She took me to her elfin grot,
And there she wept, and sigh'd full sore,

And there I shut her wild, wild eyes
With kisses four.

"And there she lulled me asleep,
And there I dream'd.ahi woebetide!

The latest dream I ever dream'd
On the cold hiü's side.

"I saw pale kings and princes, too,
Pale warriors, death-pale wore they all;

They said: 'La belle dame sans merci
Hath thee in thrall!'

"I saw their starved lips in the gloam
Atfith horrid warning gaped wide,

And 1 awoke and found me here·
On the cold hill's side.

"And this is why I sojourn here
Alone and palely loitering,

'Though the sedge is wilher'd from the lake
And no birds sing."

'mis écries began in Tue Ttr~«s.Dlàpatch Hunildy, October Üt 30O3, One is iromlahert each day.

known educator, having held faculty po¬
sitions In several Southern colleges, and
Is greatly beloved for her amiability,
charming grace add many accomplish·:
ments.
Mr, Williams is the eldest son of Hon,

i:, il- Williams, of Hamilton, ?a., and
belongs to one, of the best known families
of that Htatc·. After receiving a literary
course at the University· of Georgia, he
located at Columbus. He is a success-
fnt. .energetic business rnun, and 1.·» prom¬
inently connected with one of the largest
dry goods houses lr. that city.
After ti,.· ceremony Mr. and Mr;-.. Wil¬

liams left for an extended Northern tour,
They v.li) be at home. In Columbus. Oa.,
March 1st, The many frlenda of "HiIh
popular couple wish them all joy and
happiness,

Fancy Valentine Ball.
What promise« t. bo thè most novel
iiteriulnment pi the season will be the
ancy Valentine i-uii u.at will be glvn p

M ··. '.'· ·/.· « Friday, February
? I 1er the s tiplee oí Miss

.· Thomas ixlllari of the Home

¦·'¦< <!,<¦ personal
?,? Uh, Vtntt gì vis

»rlliy '.-harftv,

Wedding ¡M.iA'/ftvii'/.

lireh ?/-..'
..-. ? ·/.

.·¦¦·;-¦

/ ?( ??.?

Metropolitan Hotel, in Springfield. Rov.
Dr. Eouis Harrison, of St. Louis, ofll-
ciatlng.
Mr. und Mrs. Hlrsli .will co on an ex¬

tended bridal trip East and South, und
will be at home In Freilerleltsburg, Vii.,
after February 16th»

Traylor.Belch.
Mr. W; 11, Traylor, of Richmond, and

Miss Mamie I* Belch, or City l'oint, were
married In Petersburg oil Wednesday.
The bride is the attractive duughtor of

Mr. Fred Belch, of City Point, and Mr.
Traylor, an employee of .the Richmond
Phosphate Company. Upon their return
from a bridal tour they will be at home
to their friends In Richmond.
Present Hounds to Hunt Club.
The Clarke Courier of tills week says:
"Messrs, I·, lì. Mayo und Thomas N.

Carter, of Richmond, have presented to
Hi. Ditto Ridgo Hunt Club, four very
line hound» from a pa.ck of the Deep
Hun Hunt Club. \
'.'fhexe hound.·! were sold on account of

the Deep Hun Hunt Club having import-
ed n largo poch pf English .hounds.
"Thl« present will add greatly to the

Ulne Ridge pack und will ulso udd grent-
ly to tho pleasure of their limits,"

CharlottesvUle Club.
'??'· ? Ibernarle (.'lui) wan organized

Monday evening by fifty of the best
known business nnd professional rncii of
Ch;n lotte,,..-,Ile. The meeting held lu
?/..· Micl/!e Building, on .Market Street,
marked the advent of the llrst social
?'.'¦¦':> known to that community.

71.'.- officer*· fleeted were; President,
(.'aptaIn Mlenjah Woods; vice-President,
Dr. >'. H. Venable, und Secretary ami
Tri .-..-·.-, Mi W, Alton Perkins.
? suitable club house will ho obialned

Ui ?.,.·/, and th« new eltib put on a firm

Card Party.
TJmi Ol'l Dominion Chapter of, the

Ijiiiüi't'iá uf tho American Rovolutlem
will jji*'j » lard irttity thin evening, ai
'.'i'i. Ill i'.'-n:'. (ilium ¿Rient, Tor the bemolli
nt »? f..,·,'! ror tini Virginia Column In
'.'vi.i ··,, M..II, Washington, D. C.
Mr» ?.'?../ ?. Atklrmori Is thu oliair-

(/( " <'i,t<-rl.'»liirne/i|. Progressivi!
Will 1,0 played fiom ie;W to 10;*)

-: .if'-r which prize,! Will bo .'iwanj-
»? ftt ib/nwtlU nei veil,

·.' ?,'.,, riliupter tan obtain llclv?
·. ·? ? chairman without further In-

Pcrgonal Mention.
..";:,· ut" .afternoon toa wan

.., / >,y Ml»» Randolph at
un I'l'tiH'MiH Mirent, Norfolk,
· ?.· ((oui, Mix» 'leorgi! Cllill-

..'.'il'l.
¦·...; frtii] Ml*" Churrlnutoii

·¦ In /- ¦'¡./lo« by .Mm. Kleh-
/,·¦ .vi;; Mary Taylor and

.'. >.., ·. M-eiiiiy in flieh·
..' wndûiiM <>t h»'l <i»li»lli,

y Hiìh Vi bit. tVllM'Hi Liiwiiiu.'ii

rifUl i" l/oi/iey l'c/lder.
It KCCl/U'/ll «f Itivi)'

roBldbiicö, No. 81 Collogo t'htço, on 'JMiufoj
day òvening, in honor of theirtM»<*.¿ D>¿
miti MnCí-Renddlng Lloyd Williams, of
¦¦NeWOrlt}«««."'-'¦-'¦?**

'??? Emma, Andrew's Whist elidi will
meet Friday nfleninon with Mrs. Boverly

1 ??. Crump, No. 831 West Uraco Stfcot.
» * *

MlsfloHvtìrtrah and Buslo Ralston, oí
'Statuitoli, ¿havo returned homo titter a
pleasant silly In Richmond.

? « ·

Mrs. C. ,T. Ftttilknor nnd Miss Salilo
Faulkner, . of. Boydvllle, Va., luivc gone
on-It· trip ,'to-tho Paclllc Coast und \o-
lowstono Park,: ns their Richmond
frleiias will' bo Interested to hear.

''''¦".'
Misses' 'Lizzie and Nelllo Roach, of

Froderlcksbufg, aro spending a few days
with tholr sister, Mrs. W. C. Davis, at
her home, in Richmond.

» ? ·

Miss Maulo Elizabeth Bkylcs andAir.
Edward Clifton Skimmer, both of Gllniei-
toh, Norfolk oounty, Wero married yes¬
terday in Norfolk city. ,t,,«.?,Mr. and Mrs; R. D. Apperson, of LyncIt-
burg. gavo a lt'tgo and brilliant box
party last night at t'ho Academy ofMus.;;,Lynchburg, In honor of their daughtei,
Miss; Jessie Apporson, .. .,...?-This was followed by an elegant supper
in their homo, in Rlvormont.

¦· * *

The Rov) Dr." W. G. Starr, of Potors-
btirg, sailed yesterday from Now \??it,
im ? menibor of Clark's cruise to to
Medittorrnncan and Ilio Orient, by Uw
specially .chartered While Dine eteamei

Théso most enjoyable cruises arc organ¬
ized .and managed throughout by Mr.
Frank C. Clark.
Tho Charlottcsvlllo Progress of yester¬

day says: "The visit of Mr. Selli Low,
of Now .York, to the University of Vir¬
ginia Is slgnlflcnnt on account of t »

fact that·Dr. Alderman will bo¦ officiay
Inaugurated as president In April, ana
Mr. Low, it is snld, has been one of his
tidvisors as to the ceremonies that win

graca· tho oecuslon."
. · *

Among tho' representatives nPl'01"^
from the Hulled States Naval Academy
to nttond'tho inaugural ceremonies are.

Midshipman A. T. Boauregard, tlilid-
class, a grundnophew of tho Into Geneiui
P. S. Beaurcgarrt; and Midshipman J ubai
A. Early/: fourth-cluss, a grundnephew of
Gcnerul Jubal Early.

* *

The Dttko and Duchess of Manchester
wero ontertained at Whitehall, Palm
Bench, Flòrida, this week, by Mr. and
Mrs. Homy M. Fraglor with an old-fasli-
ioned oyster roimt, served on the lawn
overlooking the lake and the race course.
TJiero wero twelve guests, and they

made a picturesque picture seated at the
table In tho privacy of the tropical, gar-,
den. The oysters, roasted in tilo brick
oven mado lh the garden for that pur¬
pose, came .fresh from the Bait wateis of
Florida.

* *

Miss Pearl Fowllten, of Nowport News,
is visiting relatives In tho city,

Miss Lucy Morton line returned from a

pleasant visit to lier home In Kcysvllle.

Miss Mary' Daniel Cueon, who has liad
charge of a school for .tho deaf at
Menomlnce, MIcIiíríui, Is very ill at the
Memorial ..Hospital, whore sho has un¬

dergone two operations.
. * ·

Mrs. R. T. Prlddy, of Keysvllle, has re¬
turned homo after a month's stay in
Richmond,·.;,.

. » *

Tho Kate Wheelock Club mot Wednes¬
day afternoon .with Mrs. D. T. Williams.
Winners north and south were Mrs.
Charles Wlngo nnd Mrs. James button;
east and west, Mrs. Basil Spaulding and
Mrs. D. T. Williams. Tho club will meet
next week with Mrs. C. C. Walker, No.
806 Park Aly.qp'úe.

Supreme Court Proceedings.
Proceedings'-of tho Supreme Court of

Appeals yesterday were:
Lewis vs. Apperson, argued by W. L.

Jeffries" "and T.~E."~Grlmslcy for'appel¬
lant, und C. J. Rixey, Jr., for appelles,
ami submitted. ,.·

...'Oriental" Lumber:'.*-'Company vs. Blades
Lumber Company,; argued by.; Edward R·'
Baird, Jr., for plaintiff In error, and Wil-
cox for defendant In error, and continued.
Taylor vs. Taylor passed to March

term. it«
The next case, to be called. Is Chad-

duck vs. Burke,, No. 52 on argument
docket.

TIMES-DISPATCH. PATTERNS.

LADIES' BLOUSE-¦ OR SÌTCRT-WA1ST.
Shirt-waists inado witli wido central

box plaits arc now and smart and promise
to gala still further favor with tho com¬

ing seminìi. This stylish example shows
throe, wide tucks at each shoulder, that
extend for the erittro length of tho front,
and' tho fashionable., largo buttons at
tho centre of the box plait. The original
is made of bino taffeta, finished with
collar and cuffs dottod with black nut
all waist lug materials oro appropriate,
l'ho bloiiHu Is muelo over a tilted Unir,«
tliuL consists of fronts and backs nnd
closes at tho centro separately from the
outside, but which can be omitted whem
washable material» aro used or less

weight, is desired;. The waist proper n-

eludes a plain back with fronts, The.
back Is drawn down snugly ut tho wnlst-
line, but tho fronts" blouso becomingly
over tho belt. At tho nock Is a noveLanci
átyllsh Block und tho »loevos uro finished

W^ÄVÄWlor.« .-onu.ro« for
the medium size Is 4 1-8 yur-Js. 31 nP.h·
es wide. 3 3.8 .yard» 37 Inc. en. wide. 3

yards 33 luchos Wlilo. or ¡¡W yards 44

'"The pattern 81W 1» *ut ·» ?|?08 ffJr *

32. 31 3(1, 38 40?»V| «-Inch bust meas-

Pattern No. 2128.

?????11? DOS?. ?"« TJMKÖ-PIBATOH.
Plfiiui. tonel Ilio above mentioned pattern

m ilenoiliitlüii «Ivon bolow, lo

Naine·.J.....'.·¦·'.'.
fío. ..Htroit."".'.

Tl)Wll.Stillo.>.···"
.Ms.(ii,uriiiinil-)VaÌBl.Bill't.."·.···
Ak- ilf ildl'I'H Ci' >«1,u·' l,ttH«»'">.
l'imeni* sein h« mm to i*,,y oi1",eeM

l,y ih« 1-H.hlon pepertiift·« svi tl.U paper
.a receipt oí l« minti·. "

iiy .pcclol arraiigsiment ihcy oro «nt

tllieclly troni ili« nmuufçctt.rer, ami «houl.l
in· recolvcl svltl.ln «?« «>' »'* ,lu>'B'

309 East
Broad St Pembertoii, Price & Co. 300 East

BroadSt.

Biggest Sale of the Entire Year.
This sale is intended for Friday and Saturday, because wc have enough of caed item: to

last through two, days of vciiy big selling.· Every item is exceptionally priced and provides a

¿cater saving than can possibly be accorded you elsewhere. Yod vean buy à Coat or Suit
this week for the lowest prices of the year. We are clearing away our winter stocks, with ino
thought whatever of the 'cost. It will mean an. absolutely clean stock when the spring season

sets in. _¦ .:.¦.·.·'-

Ladies' Suits.
Ladles' Black Broadcloth Suits, elzo

38, and two Mannish 'Cloth Suite,
sizes 32 and 88, woro $27.00, *Q no
25 and $22.50, now,,.,...,.. f?·??
Odd lot of Ladles' Juck/ct or Eton·

Suits; mnilo of Cheviot or'Panamas·;
in black and colors! slzos 1??, ¡16.and
88j wero $25.00, $20.00 ana *7 no

.0.00, now. f?·90
Only two left.Ladles' Zibeline Suits,

black; sizes' 31 to -12; warb *Q no
512.60, now. «?«)·?7?3
Ono Walking Suit in Oxford

Gray, size 30; was $15.00, <M FA
now,.. ...... ?1·??
Odd lot of Skirts, round longth or

with, swoop, in Cheviot or Cloth;
wero $10,00, · $9.00 and $7.50, ¿A MA

now. f?.?s
Children's Jackets, in tan,

blue and red, sizes 6 and S

years, were , $6.98 fl| JQ
and $4,98, now.... ?!·??

$198

Ladies' Cloaks.
Ladlos' Throo-Ciitiirtor Length Mel¬

ton* Cloak», hanuaomely lined, woro
$87.60, $25.00 and $18.DO,
nosV....... '..,.

Indies· Short JiiCKins, In tan or
black; woro $18.50, $l7.r>u, &n no

Î1B.50 and $13.60, now..* f?,??
Ladles' Velvet Blouse», handsomely

lined; were $27.60, $20,00 and *g no
$22.50, now. ?3·aß

Ladles' Taffeta Silk Monto Carlo,
«Izo-38; Woro $18.5l>, »I AO

now. ...... v*»vfj
Odd lot of Ludion' Peau do Solo,

Eton or Coffee Jackets, were 6Q no

318,50 nnd *14, now. f?·«70
Silk Department.

color»
6

for

GOc Satin», till ' 1Q|»
60c Figured China», 9Qf»

39ca rein, now .

II Colored Piau do Cropo, ???
nov.'....·.?;.. tiìjL

$1.50. »1.26 and $1 Fancy Col- jq_
ored Taffeta». WL

$1.10 Fancy Jap Silks, / *70?
now.. .....lUC

$1,50 ulacic Satin DUtohos, ;' aq.
now...... ....... ....... '..,..,'.' 9pC

$2,00 Black Satin Dutches,' *| f r
now.,.,.·.,.,., ?1·1?
A Olean Up of Laces.
Wo have about 76 pieces of Lace

Applique and Insortlngs (odd widths!
of overy make and description which
wo propose to closo out nt nbout on'*
half itnd ono-tlilrd original prices.
Applique Laces, wero 60c, 3Ga, f n.,

30c, and 25a, now....... IvC
Applique Lace and Inserting, aq.

vor.e 86c, 76c. and liOa, now..,, uaC
Applique Lace and InserUngs, wore

*1.50, $1.40, $1.25 and $1.00, w'n-'
now...... .... >vL
Apptlquo iiico nnd Inierting»,

wore $2.26, $2.00, and $1.75, «110
now...... f?·1«7
Applique Lace and Inserting^, wero

$4.00, $3,50, $3.00 and $2.75, é* ID
now..;;. . ...... ·?1·*0

Remnants of Colored and '¡Black
Dress Goods at less than half price.

7he Barrow Enigma.
By MELVIN L. SBVERY.

(Copyright, by Dodd, Meade & Co.)

CHAPTER IV.-Contitiued. I

Osborno, anxious tó narrato his tri-1
umph,1 needed no further urging. "We

felt »tire," he began, "that it was a caso

of suicide, but woro perploxed to know
why Mr. Darrow should wish to make It

appear a murder. Of course, we thought
ho might wish tó spare,his daughter the

shame such uti act would visit upon her,
but when this was exchanged for the hor-1
rlblo notoriety of murder, tho motive
didn't seem quite sulllclent. So wo looked
for a. stronger one.and found It." "Ah!
you are getting interesting," Maltland ob¬
served.
Osborno cast a furtivo ciance at Gwcn,

and then continued: -"Wo learned on In¬

quiry that certain recent Investments of
Mr. Harrow's had turned out badly, ln>j
addition to this ho hud been dealing some-
what extensively In certain electric and
sugar stocks, and when the recent finan¬
cial crash came, ,ho found himself unable ·

to cover his margins,' aiid was so 'swept,
clean of everything. Nor Is this ¡ill; no1
had lost a considerable sum of money In

yet another wuy.jupt how, my Informant
would not disclose.-and all of these losses !

combined made his speedy failure Inevl-1
table. Under such conditions many .an-
other man has commuted suicide, unabie
to face financial ruin. But this man had
á daughter to consider, and, as 1 have
already said, he would wish to spare her
the disgrace which Hbo taking of his own

life would visit upon her, and, more than
all, would desire that she should not bo

left penniless. The creditors would make
away with his estate and his daughtor bo

loft â beggar. We could see but ono way

of his preventing this, and that was to

insure his life in his daughter's favor.

Wc instituted Inquiries at, the Insurance
offices, and found that less· than a month
ago ho had taken out policies In vnrlous
companies, aggregating nearly fifty thous¬
and dollars, whereas up to that timo ho
had boon carrying only two thousand dol¬
lars' Insurance, Why this sudden and
tremendous Increase? Cloarly to provide
for his daughter after his act should have
deprived her of hie own watohful care.

And, now Wo can plainly seo why' ho
wished his suicide to pass for murder,
afo hud been Insured but a month, and
immediato ruin stared him in tho face.
His death must no consummated at onco,

and yet, by our law, a man who takes his
Ufo boforo tho payment of his second
annual Insurance premiums relievos tho
compan? Issuing his policy of all liability
thereunder, and robs his beneficiary of

the fund Intended for her. Here, then, is

a sufllclont motivo, and nothing moro Is

required to mako the whole o-»p perfectly
clear. Of course, It would bo a little moro
complete if wo could only find tho wea¬

pon, but oven without tl there can be no

doubt, in tho light of our work,
that John Darrow took his own life
with tins'.intention's and for tho purposes
1 havo already sot forth."
"Unon my sóul, ·gentlemen," oxclalmod

Muitlund, "you havo TOusoned that out

wall! Did you carefully read tho copies
of the various policies when Interrogating
tho conipanles insuring Mr. Darrow?"
"Hardly," Osboruo replied. "Wo learned
from the officials all wo needed to know,

and didn't wusto any time in gratifying
idle curiosity." A long-drawn "li-ni-ni"
was the only reply Muitlund vouchsafed
to this, "Wo regret,'1 Bald Osborne, ud-

droHsliiB Gwon, "that oui· duty, which
has compelled us to estubllsh thn truth In
this matter, has been the means of <lo-

prlvlng.you of tlio Insurunco money which
your father Intended for you." G wen

buwed, und a slight, enigmatical smile

played for a moment about her lips,- but
sho mudo no other ruply, und as neither
Muitlund nor 1 encouraged conversation,
tho-two olUcer« wished us gnod morning
and loft tho house without further re-

mark.
"1 wish to· ask you a few questions,"

Miilllund suld to Gwon as soon us tho

door had closed behind Osborno nndhls
companion, "and I beg that you will re¬

member that In doing so, however person¬
al my Inquiries may seem, tlioy havo but
one object In view.the solution of this

mystery."" "C have already had good
proof of your singleness of purpose,", she

replied. "Only too gladly will l givo you

any Information hi my possession. Until
this uatmsslii Is found 'und iny father's
good nume freod from thu obloeiuy which
has been cast upon It, ipy existence will
bo but a blunk.yes, worse, It will bo
an unceasing tonnent; for I know my

father's spirit.If tho dead have power
to return to this onrth.can never rest
with this weight of shame upon It." As
she spuko thoro words thu dopili of grief
she had hitherto so well concealed bi'-
oiime vlslblo for a moment, and her whole
frame shook us the expres-<lon of her
ciminoli reacted upon lier. Tho next In¬
stant she» rugalncd her old composure, and
said CUllply I "Vosi see, 1 havo overy rea¬

son to shed whutevor light I can upon this
dark subject."
"Rleaso, then, to answer my questions

methodically, and do not penult yourself
lo rsiufcftin why 1 hnvu nuked them. What
was your father'« ugo?"
'.sixty-two·"
"Did hu drink?"
"No."

· ', ?

"Did he play curds?" I
¦.Yes."
"Puker?"
"Yes, anil several other cames."
"Wna ho uu fond of them us of cro¬

quet?"
"No, nothing pleased bini as croquet

dld-:-iiothliig. unless It were chess,"
"IIurn! Do you play ihess?"
"Ves, i played u «nuil deal with ftstlior,"
'What kind (»f a genio· did he pluy?"
"1 do not understand you. Ho played

u good game; my father did not enjoy

doing anything that ho could not do
well."
"1 mean to ask If his positions wero

steadily sustained.or if, on the other
.hand, hi»- manoeuvres wero swift, and
wthat you might call brilliant."
"I think you would call them brilliant."
"Hum! How old are you?"
"Twenty-two."
"Toll mb your relations with your

father.'*, ,

"Wo wero most constant companlctids.
My mothoi·.sho and my fathor.they
wero not altogether companionable.in
short, they were ill-muted, and, being
wlso enough, to find It out, and having no
de'slre to longer embitter tiach other's
lives, they ugreed to soparate when I
was only four. They parted wiLhout tho
slightest ill-feollng, and I remained with
father. Ho was very fond of me, and
would permit no one else¿to-teach .mo..
At seven I wus drawing und painting un¬

der his guidance. At eight the violin
was. put into my- hands and my studies
in voice, began, in the meantime.father^
was most careful not to neglect,my physi¬
cal training; he lunghi me the use of
Indina clubs, and how to walk easily. At
eight' I could walk four mlleii tin hour
^without fatigue.' The neighbors used to
^irgo that 1- bo put to school, but my
father would reply.many a time I havo
hoard him say it.'a child's brain Is like a

Ilower that blossoms in perceptions and
goes to seed in abstractions. Correct con-,
cepts are the ruw matoriul of reason.
Every desk in your school Is an in-·
loctual loom which Is expected to weave, a

sound fabric out of rotten raw material.
Whlio your children are wasting their
libre ia memorizing the antiquo errors of
classical thought my child Is being fitted
to perceive now.truths for herself.' It Is
needless to say his friends considered
theso views altogether too radical. But
for all that I was never sent to school.
.My father's library was always at my
disposal, and I was taught how to uso it.
We wero constantly together, and grew
so Into each other's llges that".but her
volco failed her, and her eyes moistened.
Mnitland, though he apparently did not
notice her emotion, so busy was ho in
miiklinr notes, quickly put a question
which diverted her attention.
"Your father sfeomei lust night to have

a presentiment of sorno impending cnliu-
ity. Was thlB a common experience?"
"Of late, yes. He hus told mo some

six or Kcven times of dreaming the
sumo dreams.a dream In which somu
assassin Htruck him out of tho darkness."
"Did you at any of thoso times notice

anything'which might now lead you tp
believe this funded repetition was the
result of any mental malady?"
"No."
"Wus Ills description of tho dreams al-

ways the samo?"
'"No; never wero tlioy tw'lco alike, save

in the ono. particular of tho unseen assas¬
sin.'.'
"Hum! Did tho Impression of theso

dreams remain long with hlni?" *

"Ho never recovered from It, und each
dream only accentuated his' assurance
that tho experience was prophetic, When
onco I tried to dissuado him from this
vlow, he said to mo: "Gwon, it Is use¬

less; I am making no mistake, When I
am gono you will know why 1 am now
so sure.I eunnot tell you now, U would
only'.hero ho stopped short, und, turning
abruptly to me,' said with a fierceness
entirely alien to his disposition: 'Hatred
is foreign tu my naturo, but G hate that
man with a perfect hell of loutliliiBl
Have I been a. kind father to you Gwen?
If so, promise me1.and ho seized mo by
the wrist.'promise mo if I'm murdered.
1 muy us well say when I'm murdered.
you will look upon tho man who brings
my assnss|n to Justice.the thought that
he muy escapo Is damming.as your dear¬
est friend on earth! Von will deny him
nothing, You will'learn later that 1 have
taken euro. to reward him. My child,
you will owo this man a debt you can

novcr repay, for he will hove enabled
your father's soul to find repose. I
dreamed last night that I came back from
the dead, and hoard my avenger usk you
to be his wife. You refused, and at your
Ingratltudo my restless soul roturnod to
torment cvorlnutlng. swear to me, Gwon,
Hint you'll duny him nothing, nothing,
noUiiug!' 1 promised him, and he seemed
much reassured. ? am satislled,' ho said,
'and now can dio lu peace, for you aro

un anomaly, (îwen^-a woman who fully
Itnowis tho nature ?( a covenant,' and ho
nut his arm about me, and drew nie to
Inni, Ills fierceness hud subsided us

quickly a» it had uppcared, nnd ho was
now all tenderness."
Maltland, who appeared somowJint agi¬

tated by her recital, said to hor: V'Aftûr
tho exaction of suoli a promise you have,
of course, no doubt tliai your father was
tho victim of a montai malady.at least,
at euch timeu as those of which you
»peak?"
Gwon replied deliberately: "Indeed, I

have grave doubts. My father was pos-
epssed by a strange conviction, but I
never saw anything which Impressed mo
aa indicating an unsound mind. I am,
of course scarcely fitted to Judgo In sudi
matters."
¦ Maltland'» face darkened-aa ho asked:
"You would not havo mo Inter that you
would consider your promlso In any senso
binding?"-*
"And why not?" eho ejaculated In as¬

tonishment.
"Because,'* ho continued, "the request

is so unnatural a» to bo In Itself sufficient
evidence that It was not made by a man
In. hhi right mind."
"I cannot agree .with you as to my

father'B condition," Owen replied firmly;,
"yet you muy bo right! ? omy anow mat
I, at. least, was in my right mind, ami
that I promised. If It cost me my life'to
keep that pledge, I shall not besltato a
moment.' Have you forgotten that my
father'» -last words were, 'remember your
promise'?" She glanced up at Maltland
as she said this, and·started a little a»,
she saw the expression of pain, upon hi·
face. "I seem to you foolishly deluded,"
»ho said apologetically;. "and you· are
displeased to see that my purpose Is not
shaken. Think of all my father was

to me, and then ask yourself If 1 could
betray WI»'faitlf. The' contsnnplation of
tho subject is painful at beati; Its reali¬
zation may, from tho. standpoint of a

sensitivo woman,¡, bo fraught -with un¬
speakable horror.I dare· not think ot It!
May we not chango the subject?"
For a long timo Maltland did not

speak, and I forbore to break the silence.
At last ho said: "Let us hope, If tho sup¬
posed assassin bo taken,--the discovery
may bo made by someone worthy, the
naind of man.«omeono who will not per¬
mit you to sacrifice either yourself or

your money." Owen glanced ut him
quickly, for his volco was strangely
heavy and Inelastic, and. an unmistakable
'gloom had: settled upon him. I thought
she was ? little startled, and I was con¬

sidering- that ho was subject to these
moods, ivhen he continued, apparently
unaware of the Impression ho had made:
"Do you realize how strong a caso of
suloldo tho authorities havo made out?
Like albot their work It has weak pluces.
Wo must search theso In order to over¬
throw tholr conclusion, Tho inaurano«
policies they were 'too busy' to read we
must peruse. Then, Judging from your
story, there seem» little deum. that your
father has left somo explanation of nf-
falrs hitherto not-confided to you.somo
document- which he has rcservoel for your
perusal after his death. No timo should
bo lost in settling this question. The pa¬
pers may bo hero, or In tho hands of
his attorney. Let us search here first."
"His privato papers," Gwon said, rising

to lead the way, "arc in his desk In tho
study."
"One moment, plousc," Maltland inter¬

rupted, calling her back, "I havo some¬

thing I havo been trying to ask you for
the lust-hour, but have repeatedly put
off. I beliovo your father's death to havo
resulted from poisoning. You know tifo
result of the post-mortem Inquest. It 1»
necessary to muko an analysis of tho
poison, It' thero be any, and on absolutely
thorough microscopic examination of tho
wound, I.I regret to pain you.but to do
this properly It will bo necessary to cut
away tho wpunded portion. Havo we

your permission to do so?"
For a moment Gwen did not answer.

She fell upon her knee« boforo her
fiithor's body, ana kissed the cold faco
passionately. For tho first time since thu
tragedy she found relief in tear». When
she arose a great chungo had come over

her. Bho was very pale and seized a

ehnir for support us she replied to Matt-
land'« question between tho convulsive
sobs which she seemed powerless to

check: l.I have bidden him good-bye.
Wo shall but obey his command In spur-

Ing no pains to reaoh tho ussnssln. You¬
you have my permission to do anything.
even', h ing.that may be.nocessury to
that end. I.I know you will be as gentío
.'¦" Ifut she could not finish her scn-

tenoo. The futility of gontloness.tho
realization that her father was forevor
past all need of tonderness, fell like a

shroud about her soul. -Tho awakening
I hud droudod hud como. Her liund fell
from the chair, she staggered, and would
have fallen to the floor had not Maltland·
cuugnt her In his arm».

t I'd be continu d to-morrow,)

SLIGHT'INTERRUPTION IN SERVICE
VIA THE YORK RIVER UNE,

Owing to floating Ice lu upper Chesa¬
peake Bay, norvlce between Richmond
and Baltimore, service via the York
River Line, will be Interrupted, no ßa|11??
from Richmond, Wednesday. For Infor¬
mation cull on City Ticket Offices 810 or

020 East Main, 'phone» Nos, 455, 188 or 4(1
D, W. WKSTUURY, D. p, ¿,

ß!G SHOESALE.
All Winter Shoes Must Go Now Regardless of

Price, For instance;
Broken Lot Ladies'$3.00, ?** ??

$4.00 and $5,00 Shoes » - ipittJU

SEYMOUR SYCLE,
SEVENTH AND BROAD,


